BARCELONA ALREADY HAS A GUITAR COMPOSITION COMPETITION
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Barcelona has been an important
enclave of the guitar world since
the 18th century. However, to the
best of our knowledge, the Llobet
Guitar Composition Contest is the
first guitar composition contest
based in the city of Barcelona.

very compatible criteria and the only difficulty during the debate sessions was due
to the large number of works that deserved
to be considered. So, for some special cases, the jury decided to make use of the
honorable mention.

Composers from nine different
countries have participated in this
first edition, which, despite the
circumstances, had around thirty
contestants.
Since mid-April, we received many messages from artists who wanted to know if
the contest, like so many other cultural activities, had been canceled due to the pandemic.
Little by little, works by both guitarist composers and non guitarists composers started arriving. All of this works, according
with José Galeote, composer and contest
coordinator , were very well written, idiomatic and perfectly adapted to the instrument.
The last work arrived a few minutes before
that the deadline expired and two weeks
later the members of the jury met. Winifried Kellner, Jacob Cordover and Manel
Ribera, members of the jury and renowned international artists, proved to have
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Finally, and after an arduous selection process, the three winning works remained on
the table:

The jury wanted to share some words regarding each of the works:

1st Prize, Canción Primera by the Murcian
composer Diego Corraliza. 2nd Prize,
Alba Nova by the Catalan composer Maria
Camahort and Honor mention, Laz Babug
& Aghavnin by the Syrian composer Pardy
Minassian.
It is immediately clear that Canción primera is composed by someone who not only
knows the guitar, but the art of composition. The work presents a skilful development of the material introduced in the opening bars. This well-conceived development of what is essentially a very simple
idea creates a rich, vibrant, and profound
piece of music that travels through various
cleverly written textures and colours. The

connections between the musical fragments are woven together so expertly that
it sounds absolutely natural and never loses tension throughout the work.
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Alba Nova is a work that accompanies
you throughout your listening, sweetly, and
hypnotically. It is coherently composed,
with a very evocative selection of notes.
There is no doubt this piece of music will
be loved by any guitarist who chooses to
play it, and by any audience who hears it.
It is cleverly written and goes beyond the
limits of the sonority of the guitar.
The
execution of resources is used effectively,
thus creating a wide range of colours and
shades.

Laz Babug & Aghavnin is a fresh work,
energetic and original, one that combines
tradition, modernity, and guitar writing in an
explosive way. The atypical techniques
used have created a refreshingly new and
exciting sonority, taking us to an original
and authentic musical language.
The premiere and the videographic recording of the work awarded with the first prize will take place next autumn during the
Art Llobet Festival, at date to be determined. The work will also be included as a
compulsory work in the semifinal of the
Llobet 2021 Interpretation Contest and it
will be included in the album that the winner will record later.

With this format, the Llobet contest covers
a wide spectrum of the needs of the current composers, since apart from the financial endowment, the contest provides
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one year of broadcasting, in which some
performers, many of them young promises, will play the work.
It has been an excellent first edition of a
contest that brings a breath of fresh air to
this beautiful and complex profession.
More info to certamenllobet.cat

