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Several  composers from eight 
d i ff e r e n t c o u n t r i e s h a v e 
participated in this second edition 
of the Miquel Llobet guitar 
composition competition. 

The list of competing works has 
covered a wide spectrum of 
styles and trends. 

In the first weeks of March, the 
competition's mailbox began to fill up 
with works from Spain and various 
European countries, such as Russia, 
Denmark and Italy. However, on this 
occasion it is worth highlighting the 
profuse participation of Latin American 
composers and guitarist-composers, with 
special mention to countries such as 
Argentina, Colombia and Mexico, which 
have provided this edition of the 
competition with an extensive catalogue 
of works and composers. 
Lyrical visions of the creative act, as well 
as other more intellectual ones, giving rise 

to a rich repertoire that could satisfy the 
needs of the most demanding audiences, 
but without losing the freshness of music 
that reveals i tsel f as a universal 
communicator, and in this way, suitable 
for any audience. 

José Galeote, artistic coordinator of the 
competition, has mentioned this aspect, 
as well as the fact that both guitarist-
composers and composers from outside 
of the guitarristic world have shown great 
care regarding the feasibility of the 
execution of their works, giving rise to 
highly idiomatic works, but without 
renouncing pure musical thought, 
demonstrating great professionalism and 
compositional rigour. 
Dances, preludes, fantasies, songs, 
ostinati. Intimate, delicate and precious 
works of a purely expository character. 
Works with a great thematic and 
counterpoint development that would 
fascinate anyone who enjoy music as a 
game of discovery, and works of an 
eminently virtuosic character that unfold 
their strength by transmitting the energy 
of their execution.




And among all this melting pot of feeling/
thought made sound, the jury has had the 
difficult mission of awarding prizes to a 
small percentage of this whole cast of 
artists. 

The Jury, formed by Jaume Torrent, 
composer, guitarist, former professor and 
former director of the Liceu Conservatory; 

Maria José Arenas, composer and 
professor at the Conservatorio Superior 

de Sevilla and José Isidoro Ramos, 
guitarist and manager of the Orquesta 
Filarmónica de Jalisco, finally decided to 
award first prize to the work Actor's Mask  

by the Russian composer Konstantin 

Vassiliev. The second prize was awarded 
to the work Dansa nº 1 by the Catalan 

composer Adrià Pagès, and finally the 
jury decided to award, with an honourable 
mention, the work Solsticio, by the Cuban 

composer Alexis Rodríguez. 
The jury also wished to dedicate a few 
words to each of the works: 

Actor's Mask is a work with character, 
very complete, which combines its 
r h y t h m i c s e n s e a n d h a r m o n i c 
progressions, with lyrical and evocative 
passages. I t is wel l worked both 
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horizontally and vertically, producing 
circumstantial harmonic textures of 
pleasant listening and increasing tension, 
with a counterpoint of voices that 
demonstrates a deep knowledge of 
guitaristic resources, constituting a very 
representative work of the current guitar 
language. 

Dansa nº 1 Is a powerful work, which 
captures the listener from the first sounds. 
It adequately combines the evolution of 
harmonic progressions over sol id 
schemes of rhythmic strength, structuring, 
at the same time, an effective alternation 
between melodic and harmonic passages 
but without losing sight of the essentially 
rhythmic character in which "Stravinskian" 
atmospheres occasionally resound.  

Solsticio‘s first movement, Grave, is 
rhythmically interesting and develops a 
well-defined and instrumentally ingenious 
dialogue between low and high voices 

The second movement is a piece of great 
rhythmic force, which maintains the 
reminiscence of the ostinato previously 
ment ioned, but adds s t rumming, 
arpeggios and melodies, making use of 
the whole fingerboard and thus creating a 
great dynamic effect on the listener. It is a 
work of great polyphonic solidity and 
interplay of sound planes that fit perfectly 
into a harmonic atmosphere charged with 
sensuality and mysticism. 
All in all, it has been an exciting second 
edition. Now, we are ready to start 
working on the next one with renewed 
energy and enthusiasm.


More info: certamenllobet.cat

http://certamenllobet.cat

